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Art Unit: 3679 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by LeVahn (US 4,355,631). 

Regarding claim 1 , Levahn discloses a device for clamping a retractor support 
apparatus to an operating table, the operating table having a side rail, the device 
comprising: a first clamping member (78) disposed between a side of the operating 
table (10) and the side rail (12); and a second clamping member (82) disposed between 
the side of the operating table and the first clamping member; and a mechanism 
operably (the jaw mechanism) connected to the first clamping member and the second 
clamping member such that the first and second clamping members are movable in 
opposing directions thereby frictionally engaging the first clamping member with the side 
rail and the second clamping member with the side of the operating table (by fully 
advancing 102, 82 would contact 10). 

Regarding claim 2, Levahn discloses a device for clamping a retractor support 
apparatus to an operating table, wherein the mechanism includes a plurality of threaded 
rods (102, 130) engaging the first and second clamping members such that when the 
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threaded rods are turned, the first and second clamping members move in the opposing 
directions (this is true when both threaded rods are turned). 

Regarding claim 3, Levahn discloses a device for clamping a retractor support 
apparatus to an operating table, wherein the mechanism includes a first threaded rod 
(130) engaging the first and second clamping members above the side rails (by acting 
on 24) and a second threaded rod (102) engaging the first and second clamping 
members below the side rail such that when the first and second threaded rods are 
turned, the clamping members move in the opposing directions. 

Regarding claim 5, Levahn discloses a device for clamping a retractor support 
apparatus to an operating table, further including a U-shaped member (78) positioned 
on the side rails with the first clamping member being one leg of the U-shaped member 
and the U-shaped member having a second leg being disposed on a side of the side rail 
opposite from the operating table and the first leg. 

Regarding claim 6, Levahn discloses a device for clamping a retractor support 
apparatus to an operating table, wherein the first and second threaded rods each have 
a handle (100, 128) fixedly attached thereto for turning the first and second threaded 
rods. 

Regarding claim 7, Levahn discloses a clamping device for retaining a retractor 
support apparatus over an operating table having a side rail, the clamping device 
comprising: a U-shaped member (78) having first and second legs, the legs being 
disposed on opposite sides of the side rail; and first (130) and second rods (102) 
threadably engaging the U-shaped member with the first threaded rod positioned above 
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the side rail and the second threaded rod being positioned below the side rail, each of 
the rods having distal ends for acting against the operating table such that when the 
threaded rods are turned, the first and second legs are forced against the side rail, 
frictionally engaging the side rail and holding the U-shaped member in a clamped 
position against the side rail. 

Regarding claim 9, Levahn discloses a clamping device for retaining a retractor 
support apparatus over an operating table having a side rail, wherein both threaded 
rods are turned to force the first leg against the side rail. 

Regarding claim 10, Levahn discloses a clamping device for retaining a retractor 
support apparatus over an operating table, the operating table having a side rail, the 
clamping device comprising: a first clamp plate (92) disposed between the side rail and 
a side of the operating table; a second clamp plate (94) disposed between the first 
clamp plate and the operating table wherein the second clamp plate engages the side of 
the operating table (when 102 is fully extended); and a first force providing mechanism 
(98) operably connected to the first clamp plate and the second clamp plate, the force 
providing mechanism providing a clamping force to the first clamp plate by interacting 
with the second clamp plate such that the first clamp plate is positioned in a first position 
wherein the first clamp plate frictionally engages the side rail. 

Regarding claim 11, Levahn discloses a clamping device for retaining a retractor 
support apparatus over an operating table, further comprising: a top member (80) 
attached to the first clamp plate; and a retaining member (vertical inner wall connecting 
88 and 90 in Figure 4) attached to the top member wherein the retaining member is 
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spaced apart from the first clamp plate wherein the first clamp plate, the top member 
and the retaining member define a slot (in which 12 is located) which slidably engages 
the side rail. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4, 8, 12-19 objected to as dependent on rejected claims, but would be 
allowable if rewritten to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 4, LeVahn discloses the device of claim 4 with the exception of 
first and second rods threadably engaging the first clamping member while freely 
rotating in engagement with the second clamping member in combination with all other 
claim limitations, the prior art neither discloses this limitation, nor teaches any 
motivation to combine. 

Regarding claim 8, LeVahn discloses the device of claim 4 with the exception of 
a clamping plate rotatably engaged by the distal ends of the first and second rods and 
positioned against the operating table to engage the operating table when at least one 
of the threaded rods is turned, in combination with all other claim limitations, the prior art 
neither discloses this limitation, nor teaches any motivation to combine. 

Regarding claim 12, LeVahn discloses the device of claim 4 with the exception of 
a first bore disposed into the second clamp plate and a first threaded bore disposed 
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through the first clamp plate, wherein the first threaded bore is aligned with the first bore 
and a first threaded bolt threadably engages the first threaded bore and operably 
engages the first bore in combination with all other claim limitations, the prior art neither 
discloses this limitation, nor teaches any motivation to combine. Claims 13-15 allowable 
for similar reasons. 

Regarding claim 16, LeVahn discloses the device of claim 4 with the exception of 
a second force providing mechanism operably connected to both the second clamp 
plate and the first clamp plate a distance from the first force providing mechanism, the 
second force providing mechanism providing a force to both the second clamp plate and 
the first clamp plate in combination with all other claim limitations, the prior art neither 
discloses this limitation, nor teaches any motivation to combine. Claims 17-19 
allowable for similar reasons. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Jensen (US 3,572,326), Kees et al. (US 4,018,412), McCready 
et al. (US 4,254,763), Pelta (US 4,971,037), Ray et al. (US 5,000,163), LeVahn et al. 
(US 5,400,772), Dobrovolny et al. (US 5,704,900 and US 6,042,541), Bobbitt et al. (US 
5,713,245), Dobrovolny (US 5,741,210), Boucher etal. (US 6,622,980) are cited for 
pertaining to retractor apparatus. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel J. Mills whose telephone number is 571-272- 
81 15. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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